WESTERN

AUSTRALIA.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

SECOND SESSION

OF THE THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

The Parliament was prorogued on the 9tk December, 1927, to the 1Tth January, 1928,
It was further prorogued to the 28th February, then to the 10th April, 1928, then
to the 17th May and again to the Tth June, when it met for the desputch of buginass.

Parlinment was opened by His Excellency the Deputy Governor.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 7th June, 1928.
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Council met at 2.45 p.m.,
The PRESIDENT took the Chair.

NEW MEMBERS,

The following new members, elected since
the prorogation, took and subseribed thc
oath and signed the roil:—Hon. J. T. Frank-
lin (Metropolitan), Hon. A. J. H. Saw
(Metropolitan-Suburban), Hon. G. Fraser
{West), Hon. V. Hamersley (East), Hon.
C. B. Williams (South), Hon. Sir Edward
H. Wittenpom (North), Hon. E. H. H. Hall
{Central), Hon. E. Rose (South-West),
Hon. C. H., Wittenoom (South-East}.

PROCLAMATION.

The Clerk .0f Parliaments {Mr. Bernard
Parker) vead the proclamation summoning
the second session of Parlia.nenr,

DEPUTY GOVERNOR’S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excellency the Deputy Goveruor
(Sir Robert Furse McMillan) entered the
Council Chamber at 3 p.m. and the members
of the Legislative Assembly having also at-
tended obediently to summons, His Excel-
lency was pleased to deliver the following
Speech :—

Mr. President and IHonourable Members of
the Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislu-
tive /ssembly—

I have summoned you specially in order
that you may consider the question of the
financial relationship of the Commonwealtl
and the States.

Arvising out of the decision of the Coni-
monwealth Government to-abelish the per
capitea payments to the States, the State
Governments were invited by the Common-
wealth Government to consider proposals
for a new basis of payments fo the Statea.

The terms of an agrecment reached hy
the representatives of the Commonwealth
Government and the State Governments
have been embodied in a Bill which will be
presented for your COI]SldL‘ ration and ap-
proval.

" It is not proposed to submit any other
business to you during this speeial sessio.,
as you will be called together for the tran-
saction of the ordinary businest of Parlia-
ment during the month of JTuly.

I now deelare this session open.

[The Deputy Governor then retired an?
the President resumed the Chair.] :
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BILL—MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF
COLLIE VALIDATICN,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon J. M.
Drew—Central} [3.15]): In order to assert
and maintain the undoubted rights and privi-
leges of thia House to initiate legislation, I
move, withont notiee, for leave to infroduce
a Bill entitled “An Act to render valid cer-
tain aets done by the Municipal Counecil of
Collie otherwise than in its correet corpor-
ate name.”

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
first time.

CONDOLENCE—LATE HON. J. E.
DODD.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Mon J. M.
Drew—~Central{ {3.16]: A mournful duty
devolves npon me to-day. Since we last mel
a member of this Ilouse, an old personal
friend of mine and, I may add, a personal
friend of the older members of this Cham-
her, Mr. Jabez Edward Dodd, has passed
away, 1 had known him ever since he en-
tered the legislutive Council 18 years ago
and waa closely nssociated with him for five
years. He was a Mimsterial cvolleague of
mine during the time the Scaddan Govern.
inent was in power. He assisted me not only
in the administration of my department but
in my capacity of Leander of this House.
As an administrator he brought to bear on
his duties a sound judgment, a constant vigi-
Jance and a siriet eonseientionsness. As
Honorary Minister he was most helpful to
me, taking charge of all industrial and
health legislation. His grasp of Bills, his
Incidity of exposition, and his earnestness
of parpose gave him many suceesses.
Throughout those five years T realised that
I had an able and loyal lieutenant, and T
van Jook back on the term of our Ministerial
companionship with the most conzoling re-
flevtions,  And my experience of the late
Mr, Dodd was the experience of everyone
else who had become ‘acquainted with him.
He won the respeet and esteem of all. For
many years he had been suffering from a
continwous and painful illness, which he bore
with Christian resignation. Hon. members
will recolleel that despite the nerve-racking
strain of his nffliction his temper was always
even, and that in the strongest of discus-
sions he preserved unenfTled the tranguility
of hiamind. When T eame haclk to the House
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in 1924 as Leader again, I found my old
friend, Mr. Dodd, still one of my most
valued colleagues. He supported me in every
measute which aimed ot uplifting or im-
proving the eondition of the great mass of
bumanity; and so earnest and anxious was
he to assist in this that he often asked me
tr 5o arrange the Notice Paper that he
conld spenk on a Bill and vote on the second
reading. He was frequently present in this
Chamber when a man of less strength ol
chararier wonld have been at home on a bed
of sickness. He set an example to all of
fortitude in extreme suffering, of heroie de-
volion to duty, and of serviec to his fellow-
men,  [E s needless {o speak of him as a
husband and father, Those whom [ am
addressing to-day realise the severity of the
blow that has fallen on his family, The State
has suffered a great loss, hut hiz family's
loss is the greater, and our hearts go ont
to them in their grief. Tt is only fitting that
we should plare among the records of thi:

House n tribute to the memory of the de-

parted one and a message of condolence to
the bereaved. T therefore move—

That this House do place on record the
eminent public services rendered to the State
by the late Jahez Edward Dodd, ns n Minister
and also ns a member of this Couneil for 15
years. This House further cxpresses its sym-
pathy with his widow and family in the
irreparable loss which they have sustained by
his decease.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (Bast) [3.22]:
I have been asked fo associate myself with
the motion moved by the Leader of the
House, and am pleased to be given the op-
portunity to second the motion of eondol-
ence to the widow and family of the lale
Mr. Dodd. We recognise that the public
gervices rendered by that gentleman were
most valnable, and we know that we could
always rely upon his good, sound, sane
judgment. He was an inspivation to every
metnber of this Chamber. I realise that his
early iraimmg had Dbeen an arduous one,
and that his work dwring hizs younger
days Irvought upon him the trials which
rendered his later life so painful. T
all that he undertook here his life was o
valnable guide, bLeeaus: of the patient con-
dnrance with which he earried out |lis
duties and moulded his eaveer. T repeat.
the House eould always depend upon W
for gnod, sound judeinent.  Althoneh nnos
sihly some of us may not have fele thai
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we could see things fn the same light with
him at all times, yet we knew that his views
were ripe and seasonmed. His long course
of reading and careful thought on all sub-
jeets which came before the Chamber as-
sured mewmbers that they would obtain
from him the considered results of a lony
experience. The late Mr. Dodd moulded
his life towards the end of wpraising the
lives of the whole of the people. All his
lJife and all his work were, T am sure, aimed
in that direetion; and he strove not ser
inuch by honeyed words and phrases plens-
ing to the enrs of the people, but through
sound judgment. His constant thought
wns 50 to monld legislation as to help
those of his compatriots who led rather an
arduous existence in the backblocks and in
varions walks of life. The one great idea
in his mind as a legislator was to improve
the legislation which had to be passed here
from time to time, His example is a high
one, and represenis a heritage of which his
relatives can always be proud, T sineerelz
hope that all of us, when passing the bar-
rier through which Mr. Dodd has gone.
may have it said of us that we did as well
as orr Iate fellow-member.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [3.25]:
It is with feelings of regret that I submit
my meed of consolatipn to the relatives of
the late Mr. Dodd, and my measure of ap»
preeciation of the noble work done hy lhiws
while he was with us on this earth. In M.
Dodd I lost my best friend and my closest
confidant. I had kaown him infimately
for move than a quarter of a centurv, ani
the longer I knew him ‘the greater was my
respect for him. In the vears that went by
the lafe Mr. Dodd and I differed materially
at times, and I consider that the greatest
and noblest characteristic of the decensen
entleman was that while differing he eonld
always recognise that there were fwo sides
to a question. He was alsn not unwilling
to recogmise the possibility that the man
with whom he differed had probably a
greater measure of right on hig side. That,
T think, was the salient feature which con-
tributed towards the great respeet in whish
Mr. Dodd was held throughout hiz life by
all sections of the community—a respec.
which will grow so lone as his memory en-
dures. T eannot but make one passing re-
ference to the lesson taught by the life and
the activities of the late Mr. Dodd. Thai

lesson, inculented in the whirligig of in-
dustrial trouble and turmoil, was that men
like My, Dodd ean urge and strongly adve-
cate the claims of Lhose they champion,
while still remuining friends with those
who differ from them. My, Drew has made
a referonce to Mr. Dodd’s Ministerial terin
of five years, and I venture to say that no
Minister in the history of Western Aus-
tralin—whieh has had many good Ministers
—has Jaid down the keys of office and lelt
his department with zo0 Jarge a measure
of goolwill from all associnted with hin.
[ cannot refrain from paying a closing
tribute to the widow ol the late My Dedd.
1 econsider (hat Mis. Dodd doring her long
nursing and tending of the lute Mr. Dodil
in the weary vears of liis illness =et ‘a splen-
d@id example of devotion. To her T extend
my svmpathy publiely, and to her sons [
extend a similor condolence. T consider
that so long as the Parliamentary institu-
tions of Western Australia continned, no
fnan will have a more honoured record’
than that which attaches to the pame of
our lale friend My, Dodd.

HON. SIER EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North} [3.30]: As the senior member of the
House I should like to place on record my
appreaiation of the vialuable services ren-
dered by the late Mr, Dadd, and tu say how
much we regret that be should have been
taken from us. I always looked upon the
late Mr. Dodd as a very reasonable man. Ha
was one of those who combined the views
of industry and labour with the reguire-
ments of the employer, and ke never failed
to take a reasonable view. I can only add
that we admired the way in which he gave
attention to details connected with matters
that came before this House. and we shall
miss him very mueh. T desire to add my
regrets to those already expressed at hia
having heen removed from amongst ns.

THE PRESIDENT [3.32]: Before put-
ting the motion I should like to endorse all
that has been said regarding the late Mr.
Dodd. I knew him intimately for a great
many years. In what are known as the
early days of the goldfields, Mr. Dodd was
the secretary of the leading Labour union
then on the fields, and his views were al.
ways on the side of resson and in-
dustrial peace. Both m'ne managers,
and men, however they iway have dif-
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fered in other respects at that fime,
always spoke regarding Mr. Dodd with great
vespeet, I Dlelieve that the faet that the
goldfields have been free from any of those
great industrial upheavale that bave done so
much to attract attention to Anstralia—up-
heavals as have been witnessed in the other
Siates—was largely due to the wonderfully
good influence of Mr. Dodd. He and I re-
presented the same Provinee for a grent
many years and our politieal acquaintanece
extended in all over a quarter of a eentmry.
There were few men for whom I had formed
deeper respeet. Everyone whe knew the
late Mr. Dodd admired his tronsparent hon-
esty of purpose, his elarity of thought and
diction and general soundness of judgmen:.
His death is a los~ to this Chamber. 'When-
ever he spoke it was to assist and to theow
fresh light on the subjeet under diseussion.
His influenes for good will long remain in
thizs Chamher. especially amongst the older
members. He was ever an example worthy ot
imitation by all members aspiring to be
true representatives of the naople. He was
fuithful to the hizh trust reposed in hiin by
the clectors and a eredit not only to himself
hut also to the wisdom of those who sent
him to partieipate in the work of this Cham-
her and to hear its heavy responsibilities,

Question put and passed, members stand-
ing.

On molion by Chief Secrefary, resolved,
“That the Presilent be requested to for-
ward a copy of the resolntion to the widow
of the late Mr. Dodd.”

DEPUTY GOVERNOR’S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION.

The PRESIDENT: For the sake of
groaler aceuracy, I have obtained from His
Excellency the Depnty-Governor copies of
the Speeech that he has been ypleased to de-
liver. These will be distributed amongst
members,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.
HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South} [3.33]:
T move—

That the follawing Address be presented
to His Excellency the Deputy Governor iu
reply to the Speech he has been pleased to
deliver to us:—Mav it please Your Excellency.
We the members of the Tegislative Couneil of

the Parlinment of the State of Western Aus
tralia in Parlinment assembled beg to expres
our loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign anc
to thank Your Excellency for the Speech ym
have been pleased to deliver to Parliament.

I desive to support what has heen said witt
regard to the Jate Mr. Dodd. 1 followed it
his footsteps at Boulder and for years ]
occupied the position that he filled. U
seems strange now that I should again fol
low in his footsteps in this House. I sin
eorely trust that T shall he able to vender i
the State similariy valnable services. I wisl
also to eongratulate the Hon. Charles Wit
tenoom on his clection to represent the
South-Fast Provinee and also the Hon. Si
Edward Wittenoom on again being eleeted
to represent the North Provinee, T think ii
is unique in Parliamentarv history that the
son should Bre n member not only of the same
Parliament as the father but that hoth should
be members of the same Hon-e. T trust thai
the Fon., Charles Wittenoom will have a
carecr in this House as sneeessful as that
of his father. The session has heen ecalled
together solely for thie purpose of consider-
ing the Financial Agreemen: hetween tue
Commonwealth and this Stale, and therefore
at this stage I do not propese to say any-
thing further on the Address-in-Reply. I
have mueb pleasure in submitting the motion.

HON. G. FRASER (West)
formally scrond the motion.

On motion by Tion. A. Lovekin dehate
adjourned.

[3.37]: 1

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (¥on. J. M.
Drew—C(C'entral) [3.38]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn wntil
Tuesday, 19th .Tune,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.39 p.m.
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MEETING OF ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at 3 p.m.
pursuant to proclamation by His Execlleney
the Governor, which proclamation was reml
by the Clerk.

The SPEAKEKHR took the Chair.

SUMMONS FROM DEPUTY
GOVERNOR.

The Speaker and hon. members, in re-
sponse to suwumons, proceeded to the Legis-
lative Couneil Chamber, and having hearid
His Excellency deliver the opening Hpeech
{vide Council report anie), they returned io
the Assembly Chanber,

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

MR. SPEAKER: I have received a return
of writs 1ssned for the election of members
to serve for the electoral distriets of Wal-
goorlic and lcederville, and from the re-
turns endorsed thereon it appears that the
Hon. James Cunningham and the Hon.
Herold Millington have been duly elected
for the respeetive distriets. T am preparved
to swear the hon, members.

The members elected were present, and
took and subseribed the oath as provided by
statute, and signed the roll.

BILL—WORKERS' HOME3 ACT
AMENDMENT.

THE PREMIER (Houw. 1. Collicr—
Boulder) [1.153]: TIn order to assert and
nmintain  the wndoubted rights and priv-
ilures of this TFlouse to initiate lewislation,
I' move, without notice, for leave to intro-

duce a Bill entitled “An Act to amend the
Workers’ Homes Act.”

Leave given: Bill introdueed and read n
first time.

DEPUTY GOVERNOR’S OPENING
SPEECH.

MR. SPEAKER: In company with hon.
members of tins Clunnber, 1 attended Ilis
Excellency the Deputy Governor in the
Lewislative Couneil Chamber to hear (he
speech 1his Exeellency was pleased to deliver
to hoth Touses of PPavliament. ¥ar greaterr
accwraey 1 have had printed copivs of the
Speech distributed amongst members of this
Chamber.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
ME. PANTON

Hrove—

{Menmies, [317]: I

That the following address he presented to
His Exeellency the Deputy Governor in reply to
the Speech le¢ has been pleased to deliver to
Parlinment:— *May it please Your Excelleney.
We, the members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parlitment of the State of Western
Australin, in Parlimment assembled, beg to
express  owr loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign, and to thank Your Execliency for
the Speceh you huve been plenscd to deliver to
Parliament.”*

MR. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [3.18] :
T second the motion.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Noi-
tham) [3.197: The Speech delivered to ms
by His Excelleney is eertainly the shortest
wie have over listened to from any Governor,
and must also be regavded as one of the
most important.  May 1 cangratnlate the
two hon. gentlemen  who  moved and
seconded the adeption of the Address-in-
Reply on lhe excellent speeches they made?
They have not done better sinee they have
boen members of this House.

Mr. Panton: We set you a good example.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T do not
intend to delay the IMouse for morve than a
few minutes. | would not cven delay the
proceedings to that extent, were if not de-
sirnble to correct some wrong impressions
thnt are abroad. 1 know it I8 useless to dis-
enss the Financinl Agreement at the present
Jjuncture, becanse we shall have an oppor-



